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NEWSLETTER 
 

Earth Day 2022 

ñThe earth does not belong to man, man belongs to the earth. 

All things are connected like the blood that unites one family. 

Man did not weave the web of life, he is merely a strand in it. 

Whatever he does to the web, he does to himself.ò 

~ Chief Seattle 
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We hope that you will enjoy reading this newsletter! 
 
  

 
 
Lion-tailed Macaque. Endangered species listed by International Union for 

Conservation of Nature (IUCN).  Photo credit: Praveen Siddannavar 

A world in which all people participate in the stewardship of planet Earth. 
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10th Anniversary Wishes 

Massachusetts, USA  

Governor Charles D. Baker        Lieutenant Governor Karyn E. Polito 
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Harmony with Nature: United Nations  

SEALOEarth participated in the 11th  

Interactive Dialogue of the General Assembly 

At United Nations Headquarters on 

22 April 2022    

Dr. Chaitanya Hiremath at the UN. Photo credit: UN Web TV 

(Excepts from the UN) 

The solar system reminds us that, just as the Earth is 

not at the center of the Universe, neither are we humans the 

center of the Earth. 

We, along with the rest of the natural world, are all 

interconnected within the larger web of life. 

The Interactive Dialogues of the General Assembly 

on Harmony with Nature to commemorate International 

Mother Earth Day have brought to the forefront the need to 

move away from a human-centered worldview - or 

"anthropocentrism" - and establish a non-anthropocentric, or 

Earth-centered, relationship with the planet. Under this new 

paradigm, we recognize Nature as an equal partner with 

humankind. 

The crisis of civilization which has endangered all 

forms of life, human and non-human, is rooted in an unjust and 

unethical economic system. A reversal of the current path of 

destruction, exemplified in the steep loss of biodiversity from 

terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems and with the climate crisis 

approaching a point of no return, demands nothing less than a 

paradigm shift. Signs of a paradigm shift from human-centered 

to Earth-centered law, economics and education have been 

taking place for well over a decade as evidenced by the UN 

Harmony with Nature Programme. 

Alternatives to gross domestic product (GDP) as a 

measure of well-being are entering policy arenas at various 

levels of government, and discussions around new approaches 

to ecological economies are being made in various countries. 

Developments in ecological economics linking planetary 

health and human well-being, gained visibility and momentum 

as result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

In parallel, Earth-centered law continues to be 

incorporated in national law in an increasing number of 

countries worldwide. In some instances, the judiciary has 

demanded State action affirming or restoring the rights of 

rivers, forests, or glaciers, while in other instances, municipal 

or local legislative bodies have recognized the rights of Nature 

or Mother Earth. The recognition of the legal personhood of 

Nature based on customary or indigenous law exemplifies the 

increasing acceptance of indigenous peoplesô cosmogony into 

the body of Western positive law. 

The values advanced by Ecological Economics and 

Earth centered law such as equity, cooperation, dialogue, 

inclusion, comprehension, agreement, respect and mutual 

inspiration complement each other in the journey to move 

beyond the Anthropocene epoch. Earth Jurisprudence calls on 

humanity to listen to, take inspiration from, and care for the 

planet that sustains us, and recognize that Nature is, and should 

be, the source of law, ethics and how we govern ourselves. 
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Celebration of Earth 

Westford & Littleton , Massachusetts, USA 

On April 22nd, 2022, the Earth Flag was hoisted at the 

home of Dr. Chaitanya Hiremath. 

Due to COVID-19, in-person celebration was moved 

by a week and was celebrated in Littleton, Massachusetts at 

Reuben Hoar Library on Saturday, May 7th, 2022 and was 

hosted by Dr. Hiremath. The participants shared ecological 

addresses for public places, such as the Bean in Chicago, 

Sensoji Temple in Tokyo, and Pearl Tower in Shanghai. Mrs. 

Shobha Hiremath facilitated the proceedings of the event. 

Nathan Qu and Vedanth Srivatsan of Westford Chamber 

Players presented Mozart Violin Duets, which was directed by 

their coach Dimitar Petkov and coordinated by Dongchun 

Wang. Invited contestants read their essays aloud. Dr. William 

Harman presented the essay contest awards. The certificates 

and prizes were mailed. Sadhika Hiremath took the pictures 

and Medha Hiremath live-streamed the event. 

On the occasion of SEALOEarth 10th anniversary, 

several distinguished individuals were recognized for their 

many years of service. Dedication awards were presented 

along with a gift card as a token of our appreciation. 

SEALOEarth is what it is today because of such amazing 

people. It is our hope that they continue to help us in future.  

 

Dedication Awards 

Mrs. Marian and Dr. William Harman, USA  

Serving 10 years 

Mrs. Rebecca Shaw Ingerslev, USA 

Serving 10 years 

Dr. Robyn Henderson, Australia 

Serving 5 years 

Dr. Andrea Safford, USA 

Serving 5 years 

 

 

 

 

 




























































